
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world byJSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.istor.org/participate-istor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



[ »77 ] 



ACCOUNT of a FISTULOUS OPENING in the STOMACH. 
By GEORGE BURRO WES, Jlf. 2). M,R^J,A, 



W OUNDS of the ftomach, irom it» fitiaadon' and the extent Read Jan. 7, 
it occupies in the abdoixcen, have been at all times fo fre- *'''' 
quent, that their fatal, tendencies ar« known tx> eVeiy perfon 
at all acquainted witji die hiflory of iurgery. Several naet^ods 
of leflening the danger of thofe wounds, or preventing their 
ill coniequences, have been pradtiied at different, times with 
various fuccefi. The mode of uniting by future the divided 
part has been fuccefifully employed in the * brute creation as 
well as the human ; and there are a few cafes in the annals of iur- 
gery of woimds in the ftomach remaining unclofed externally for 
years without any unremediabU inconvenience. Having lately had 
an opportunity of feeing a man who had been for many years 
in this predicament, and of examining the parts after death 
by diiTcdlion, I think it incun^ent on me to lay before the Aca- 
demy fome account of fo extraordinary a cafe ; not merely as 
a matter of curiofity, but as an additional proof that wounds 
Vol. IV. A a ia 
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in tbe (lomach are not to be confidered as de^erate, even 
thongk they cannot be induced to heal. 

The relations of fimilar cafes which are to be met with, 
though not of a modera date, are in authors of approved 
veracity } but indeed, had they been doubtful, dbe one which 
I now prefent to the Academy, and which is accompanied by 
the parts preferved, afcertains the poflibility and fupports their 
affertions. Schenkius, in his Obferv. Med. rarior. gives two 
fuch cafes; and we are told in the fourth volume of the 
** Memoirs of the Academy of Surgery," that * Monfieur 
Foubert, a French fiirgeon of eminence, preierved in l^i 
mufeum the ftomach of a man who died in the Hotel 
Dieu at Orleans, while he was a pupil dierei which had 
an opOTiing externally from a wbund, and into which the p6r- 
fon, while alive, ufed frequently to inje<a different aliments, 
and digefted them as Well as thofe taken by the mouth.— 
And Monfieur Cbvillard, a celebrated furgeon at MonteHmard, 
in his ** Obferrations Jatro-Chirurgiques,'* tells us, f " Qu^il 
" fut prie de voir un fbldat |en 1 6^ 7V qui lui raconta avoir 
" re9ti'trtie moufqueitade en la partie fup^rieurc et lat^ale de 
** repigiftre, laqueile p^n^tra fdrt avanlt dans le corps, lui caxtik 
** des '^tranges fymptoines^-€ta:nt dans d6s J)erp6tuelles pamoi- 
" foiisr Ifiink px)u%ir fetre foftifiS'd^tis -ffes ^dibleffes, d'autant 
♦• ^*S mefati qu'il avaloit du bouilloh^ il fortoit par la playe. 
« — ^11 eft vM qu'aptes que Ics ^MrWrgiens lui eurent donn^ 
" ie tttoyen de retenit les alimens par I'appfeation dts tentes, 

" il 

• Mem. de L'Academie Royalc de Chirurgic, torn. IV. page 124. 
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«* il reprit quelqwe vigucur, ct par fuccefEon de temps il 8*6t<Mt 
" remis en bon etat j mais on n'avoit jamais trouve le moyen 
*' de fermer et de cicatrifer fa playe, ce qm I'obligecHt a retenir 
** £i nourriture avec une tente d'argent. 

** Aloks il not» montta tm tdc6rc cs^eux et fiftulcux; en 
•* tirant ia tente d*argcnt, il fortit environ une ^cueU6e de 
** fnbitance chylcufe d denu-euite, ce qu'il arreta en r^apgli- 
•* quant ladite tente.— —Je rai fait voir a MM. les M^dccins, 
** le£)uels ont 6t6 remplis d'^tonnemeiit qu'il fe portat d'aiUeurs 
** ii bien, ayant le viiage et habitude 4u corps d'lm homme 
** jouiflant d'une ent^ere i^t6. Cependant ayant bu un verre 
** de vin, eux pr6fens, apr^s avoir tir6 ik tente, il I'a rendu 
«* par ia fiftule." 

Thb perfon v^hc^e cafe I relate was an inferior officer in 
the navy of the Eaft India Company, fon to a French refugee. 
This man, in a voyage to India, received a wound from a 
blimt-pointed wooden inftrument in the abdomen, between 
the cartilage of the eighth rib, on the right fide, and the uni- 
bilichus, penetrating the flomach ; much inflammation and fever 
followed the wound, and continued a very confiderable time. 
When the inflammation fubfided an opening remained, through 
which, -vdien the /«?»/ was withdrawn, a fluid of a -v^itifli 
colour flowed — the fides, inftead of cloiSng, turned in, and no 
tmion could, by any meam, he induced. The man was 
therefore advifed to keep- the opening conftantly plugged up<j 
rfiis he did for die remainder of his life, never, withdrawi- 
ing the plug but to gratify curiofiby ©• replace it widb. a 
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new one. The opening was about the third of an inch in 
diameter. The plug he ufed was generally cotton wick twitted 
hard, It was twenty-feven years from the time he re- 
ceived the injitry to that in which I faw him firft (about 
fourteen months ago) ; he had then attained his fixty-fifth 
year, and was, to all appearance, a healthy man, regular in 
his bowels and all his fecretions. He had been extremely 
drunken and diffipated, and was, even at that time, frequently 
intoxicated with every kind of fermented liquor ; yet he never 
complained of any inconvenience from it, but returned the 
next day to occupation or debauch with vivacity and with 
flrength. He had procured a livelihood for a few years be- 
fore I met with him by teaching French in this city, being 
too old for his former occupation. — I think it neceflary to 
add, that in a voyage fubfequent to that in which he re- 
ceived the wound, he was fevercly affli(5lcd with Icurvy, in 
common with feveral others in the jQiip, and in confequence 
of that difeafe loft every tooth in his head. All the alviolar 
procefles were abforbed, notwithftanding which he contrived 
to break his food, his gums being very much hardened, and 
eat with confidcrable appetite and a good digcftion. 

On removing the plug, after taking milk, a part of it, 
quite pure, efcaped through the opening ; and he has told me 
that when his ftomach was empty of meat, and that he has 
taken the plug out, a whitifli fluid adhered to it that tailed 
fweet. He never felt any pain in the opening, nor inconve^ 
nience from any particular food. 

This 
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This extraordinary being, after remaining the winter df 
kft year in the Houfe of Induftry, whither want, produced 
by drunkennefs, compelled him, quitted that afylum, tired 
of the regularity (though not very rigid) which was there 
txacled, and went to the country ; but he was forced to re- 
turn to us at the end of autumn, extremely debilitated, hav- 
ing fuffcrcd much from hardfhip and intemperance. From 
this time he gradually declined, his appetite continuing toler- 
ably good, but his bowels weak, till he died, which happened 
about fix weeks after his return. 

On examining the body after death, the wound was found 
to penetrate the flomach in the centre of the greater curva- 
ture, and from the adhefions of the liver, colon and integu- 
ments, a very confiderable flxi^kure was formed, fo as to give 
the ftomach the appearance of a double bag, with the opening 
in the middle j the duodenum was enlarged beyond the fize 
of the colon, and feems to have in fome meafure performed 
the fun<5tions of a fecond ftomach. The colon was firmly at- 
tached to the lower part of the ftomach by a ligamentous 
fubftance, that muft have been formed by the inflammation 
fubfequent to the woimd. All the other vifcera were found 
and perfectly natural, both in appearance and fituation. 

I CANNOT conclude the hiftory of this extraordinary ca{e, 
without regretting my having been prevented from rendering 
it more fubfervient to medical purpofes by the man's fuddenly 
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departing from die Holpkal without my knowledge, and re- 
turning in fo debilitated a ftate, as fvtch. an opportunity of 
expofing aliments to the adion of the fuccus gaftricm alone^ o£ 
afcertalning the effeds of feveral medicines when confined to 
the ftomach, and of making experiments on narcotics, I can 
hardly again expcd or hope to meet. 



